Infant Mortality Rate

Number of infant deaths per 1,000 live births in a calendar year, where an infant is
defined as being less than 365 days old.

The Canadian infant mortality rate was Infant mortality for multiple births (twins)
4.8 per 1,000 live births in 2012.! has also decreased over the last 30 years and
leveled off between 2000 and 2013, despite

Figures 21.1 and 21.2 show that in BC and some year-to-year variation (Figure 21.3).

Canada infant mortality rates have fluctuated
year to year, but declined overall.

The gradually declining infant mortality

rate in Canada has generally been attributed
to prevention measures® such as improved
sanitation, nutrition, and education, as well as
advances in clinical medicine, improved access
to health care, and better surveillance and
monitoring of disease.’

'Please note that the infant mortality rates for Figures 21.1 and 21.2 do not match exactly, as they are from different data sources.
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FIG 21.1

RATE PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS

Infant Mortality, Rate per 1,000 Live Births, BC, 1986 to 2013

1986 | 1987 | 1988 1989 1990 | 1991 [ 1992 [ 1993 1994 1995 | 1996 | 1997 [ 1998 1999 | 2000 2001 | 2002 | 2003 2004| 2005| 2006 2007 2008 2008 2010 2011 | 2012 2013 |

820 851|833 810 7.34 | 6.40| 6.02 | 5.42 | 615 | 589 | 4.96 | 4.5 |4.06 | 3.81 | 371 | 4.01 | 451 | 415 |4.24 | 4.28 | 4.04 | 396 | 374 | 343373 | 380 368 362

YEAR

Notes: "Infant mortality" means a child who dies within 365 days of birth. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.

Source: BC Vital Statistics Agency, 1986 to 2013. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.

FIG 21.2 Infant Mortality, Rate per 1,000 Live Births, BC and Canada,
1991 to 2012

RATE PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS
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1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 1999 |2000| 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 {2005 |2006 {2007 | 2008|2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012
@BC 65 |62 |57 |63 (60 |51 |47 (42 |38 |37 |41 |46 (42 |43 |45 |41 |40 |37 |36 38 39 38
®Canada | 64 | 61 | 63 |63 61 56|55|53|53)53|52|54|53|53|5450|51|51|49)|50)|49]|48
YEAR

Notes: "Infant mortality" means a child who dies within 365 days of birth. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Vital Statistics, 1991 to 2011. Table 102-0504, Deaths and mortality rates, by age group and sex, Canada, provinces and
territories, CANSIM database. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.
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Infant Mortality, Rate per 1,000 Live Births, by Multiplicity, BC,
1986 to 2013

60
50 -
(%]
=
£ 40
o
w
=
-
o 30+
o
o
)
o
w
a. 20 -
w
=
<
ox
10 4
0
1986 | 1987 | 1988|1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 2001 | 2002 2003 | 2004 | 2005 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
Singleton| 75 | 7.8 | 73 | 72 | 67 | 58 | 52 | 47 | 54 | 51 |46 |38 |38 |34 34|34 39|34 /3737|37|35/32|29|3334/|35|28
@ Twin 35.436.9|50.3 | 37.7 | 36.2 | 29.8 | 43.0 | 27.4 | 24.7 | 38.6 | 20.5|33.3 | 115 | 20.8 | 17.4 | 231 | 227 | 253 | 21.3 | 201 | 117 | 125|167 19.2| 131|169 | 95 |17.2
YEAR

Notes: "Infant mortality" means a child who dies within 365 days of birth. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: BC Vital Statistics Agency, 1986 to 2013. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.
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Infant Mortality, Rate per 1,000 Live Births, by Health Authority,
BC, 2011-2013
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Northern Interior Fraser Vancouver Coastal Island
@ Rate 5.6 3.2 37 33 36
Deaths 58 59 198 103 69
Live Births 10,381 18,629 52,834 30,754 19,103
HEALTH AUTHORITY
Notes: "Infant mortality" means a child who dies within 365 days of birth. Health authority is based on the usual residence of the mother. Analysis includes
BC residents only. There were 19 births with unknown geography in BC during 2013 that are included at the BC level only. See Appendix B for more
information about this data source.
Source: BC Vital Statistics Agency. 2011-2013 data. Originally prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health
Officer, 2016; updated 2017.
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Infant Mortality, Rate per 1,000 Live Births, by Health Service Delivery
Area, BC, 2011-2013
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Notes: "Infant mortality" means a child who dies within 365 days of birth. Health service delivery area is based on the usual residence of the mother.
Analysis includes BC residents only. There were 19 births with unknown geography in BC during 2013 that are included at the BC level only.
See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: BC Vital Statistics Agency. 2011-2013 data. Originally prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health
Officer, 2016; updated 2017.
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