
ECONOMIC & MATERIAL WELL-BEING

IS “GOOD”, GOOD ENOUGH?  THE HEALTH & WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN & YOUTH IN BC
A JOINT REPORT BY CHILD HEALTH BC & BC’S PROVINCIAL HEALTH OFFICER

KEY MESSAGES

   �For the purposes of this report, “youth 
unemployment” is defined as youth 
not in school, training, or employment 
(NEET).1 International research shows that 
unemployment among youth and young 
adults is associated with psychological 
problems, health problems,2 and smoking, 
as well as unstable patterns of employment 
in later adulthood.3 US evidence shows that 
among young adults 18–24 years of age, 
unemployment is associated with all-cause and 
homicide mortality.4

   �Figure 44.2 demonstrates that the 2011 rate for 
BC (9.6 per cent) was in the mid-range among 
Canadian provinces, and was consistently 
higher than the overall national percentage 
(8.8 per cent).

   �Figures 44.3 and 44.4 show that there was 
substantial geographic variation for this 
indicator. The highest percentage among 
the health authorities was in Northern 
Health (12.3 per cent) while the lowest was 
in Vancouver Coastal Health (8.5 per cent) 
(see Figure 44.3).

DEFINITION

indicator #44 — �Percentage of BC youth age 15–19 who are not attending school or training,  
and are not employed.

INDICATOR #44 � Youth Not in Education, Employment,  
or Training
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Notes: See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Statistics Canada, Table 282-0211, Labour Force Survey Estimates, by Family Type and Family Age Composition, CANSIM database. Prepared by the 
Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016. 
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FIG 44.1    Percentage of Youth Age 15-19 Who Are Not Attending School or   
 Training and Are Not Employed, BC and Canada, 2001, 2006, and 2011

FIG 44.2    Percentage of Youth Age 15-19 Who Are Not Attending School 
 or Training and Are Not Employed, by Province, Canada, 2011

Note: See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Statistics Canada, Table 282-0211, Labour Force Survey Estimates, by Family Type and Family Age Composition, CANSIM database. Prepared by the 
Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.   
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FIG 44.4    Percentage of Youth Age 15-19 Who Are Not Attending School or 
 Training and Are Not Employed, by Health Service Delivery Area, 
 BC, 2011
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Notes: Health service delivery area is based on the residence of the respondent. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Statistics Canada, Table 282-0211, Labour Force Survey Estimates, by Family Type and Family Age Composition, CANSIM database. Prepared by the 
Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016. 
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FIG 44.3    Percentage of Youth Age 15-19 Who Are Not Attending School 
 or Training and Are Not Employed, by Health Authority, BC, 2011
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