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PHYSICAL HEALTH & WELL-BEING

KEY MESSAGES

   �Early childhood hearing screening helps to 
identify children who may have health issues 
leading to hearing impairment or loss, and 
who require treatment or extra support to 
develop to their full potential.1 

   �In the US, congenital hearing loss affects an 
estimated one to six babies per 1,000 births.2 
Most babies who are deaf or hard of hearing 
are born into families with no history of 
hearing loss.3 

   �Prior to the introduction of universal newborn 
hearing screening in BC, the average age 
of diagnosis for children with hearing 
impairment was 2.5 years.4 Diagnosis of 
hearing loss should occur for healthy babies 
by three months of age, and hearing devices 
are usually fitted within one month of the 
confirmed diagnosis.4 Universal screening in 
the first year of life can reduce this time by at 
least 75 per cent.5  

   �Evidence shows that detection of hearing 
loss and intervention by six months to 
nine months of age improves language 
development.6 For children with more severe 
hearing impairment, early detection can 
allow earlier acquisition of adaptive abilities, 
including sign language.7   

   �The BC Early Hearing Program provides 
universal newborn hearing screening to all 
babies born in BC. Early hearing screening 
in postpartum units began in September 
2007 and was fully implemented in all 
health authorities by January 2010. 

   �Figure 7AB.1 shows that since the program 
was implemented, the BC Early Hearing 
Program has screened more than 94 per cent 
of newborns in BC.

DEFINITIONS

indicator #7a — �Percentage of BC newborns who have been screened for hearing problems.
indicator #7b — �Percentage of BC newborns who have been referred for further diagnostic testing 

after hearing screening.

INDICATOR #7  Hearing Screening
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Notes: Data were extracted starting one year post the last date of birth in the fiscal year. Data include midwife births at home and out-of-province births. 
See Appendix B for more information about this data source. 
Source: Provincial Health Services Authority, BC Early Hearing Surveillance Tool, 2007/08 to 2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, 
BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016. 

FIG 7AB.1   Percentage of Children Age 0-3 Who Have Had Hearing Screening 
 and Percentage Referred for Further Testing, BC, 2007/08 to 2012/13
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Notes: Data were extracted starting one year post the last date of birth in the fiscal year. Health authority is based on location of the screening service delivery. 
"Other" includes screenings and subsequent referrals for home births and out-of-province births. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Provincial Health Services Authority, BC Early Hearing Surveillance Tool, 2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office 
of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016. 

FIG 7AB.2   Percentage of Children Age 0-3 Who Have Had Hearing Screening 
 and Percentage Referred for Further Testing, by Health Authority, 
 BC, 2012/13
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Notes: "*" indicates locations that are not health service delivery areas (HSDAs). "Other" includes screenings and subsequent referrals for home births and 
out-of-province births. Data were extracted starting one year post the last date of birth in the fiscal year. HSDA is based on location of the screening service 
delivery. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Provincial Health Services Authority, BC Early Hearing Surveillance Tool, 2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office 
of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.

FIG 7AB.3   Percentage of Children Age 0-3 Who Have Had Hearing Screening
 and Percentage Referred for Further Testing, by Health Service 
 Delivery Area, BC, 2012/13
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