
IS “GOOD”, GOOD ENOUGH?  THE HEALTH & WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN & YOUTH IN BC
A JOINT REPORT BY CHILD HEALTH BC & BC’S PROVINCIAL HEALTH OFFICER

PHYSICAL HEALTH & WELL-BEING

KEY MESSAGES

   Eye-related disorders (e.g., amblyopia, 
strabismus, significant refractive error) are 
some of the most common impairments in 
children, occurring in an estimated  
2–5 per cent of preschool children.1  

   Routine eye examinations are a Medical 
Services Plan benefit for all children age 18 
and younger, and are encouraged.

   A recent BC Government review found that 
while kindergarten screening for amblyopia 
(the most prevalent vision problem in 
early childhood) is clinically effective, it 
has very low population health impact and 
very high cost relative to its effectiveness.2 
Based on these findings, vision screening 
will no longer be included as an indicator 
among this suite of child and youth health 
indicators, and data on vision screening are 
not provided.

DEFINITIONS

indicator #6a —  Percentage of BC kindergarten students who have been screened for vision problems.
indicator #6b —  Percentage of BC kindergarten students who have been referred for further 

diagnostic testing after vision screening.

INDICATOR #6 Vision Screening
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